


Threats and challenges to biodiversity and ecosystem
conservation from an eScience perspective

In 2019 the Internal Joint 
Initiative was launched to build 
the next generation of Virtual 
Research Environments to 
help researchers take their 
investigations to the next level.

    The challenge for the 
Communication Office was 
how to connect with a greater 
number of audiences, not 
always scientists. 
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• Raise the profile of LifeWatch ERIC 
• Give visibility to national scientific 

communities
• Attract new users and further involve 

scientists 
• Engage with decision-makers, EU 

institutions and environmental managers
• Inform citizens, the private sector, and the 

media of impacts on ordinary people’s lives. 

Communication Strategy Objectives
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 We decided on a 
story-telling approach, in 
multimedia formats. 
Telling stories is one of 
the distinctive skills of 
Homo sapiens and has 
been used in various 
forms to make sense of 
the outside world, 
events, and reinforce 
community belonging for 
millennia. 
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Our first new communicative 
venture was the “Alien Alert!” 
magazine: the stories of the five 
validation cases that informed the co-
creation of the LifeWatch VRE

User-friendly composability layers, 
LifeBlock, metadata harmonisation, 
ontologies: stuff that’s quite 
challenging to explain!



Threats and challenges to biodiversity and ecosystem
conservation from an eScience perspective

An example of story-telling:
Saying the Atlantic Blue Crab likes its food is an understatement. 
They are voracious omnivores and highly aggressive. They 
mutilate fish caught in traps, destroy nets and prey om clams, 
mussels and oysters…Information on their distribution is plentiful 
because they are so easily identified, but there is scarce 
documentation on the location of established populations as well 
as on the functional role played within invaded food webs and, 
ultimately, on their ecological impact. 
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Next we did a series of 
videos, interviewing the Executive 
Board and leaders of the validation 
cases, explaining the science in 
accessible, everyday language.

We promoted through our usual 
social media channels – Twitter, 
Facebook and LinkedIn. The 
Ailanthus documentary attracted 
attention because of its story-telling 
approach.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jYXKF_GAzKM
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LifeWatching WebTV
• On-the-ground biodiversity 

documentaries

• Chats with scientists about 
their on-going research

• Project TV channels
• International education

• Content from the LifeWatch 
ERIC national TV channels. 
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In 2022, we moved into podcasts.
• Informal conversations with the people 

involved in this new paradigm of 
science-and-data-management

• 10-20 minute interviews every two 
weeks that people can listen to when 
they like 

• Featured the 8 EU member countries 
of the consortium: Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Greece, Italy, Netherlands, Portugal, 
Slovenia and Spain. https://www.lifewatch.eu/cm/a-window-on-

science-s3-podcast/



Threats and challenges to biodiversity and ecosystem
conservation from an eScience perspective

Have we taken charge of the conversation? 
LifeWatching WebTV – 32 subscribers, 80 videos

LinkedIn – 1,538 followers (Spain, Italy, Netherlands, Belgium)

Twitter – 2,266 followers 

Facebook – 461 followers

Podcasts – 1,000 downloads on 2 February, currently over 1,800

Are we deepening community engagement? Yes, definitely!



Thank you!  |  www.lifewatch.eu/bees-2023


