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Why?
As recognised by 

– Convention on Biological Diversity
– United Nations Law of the Sea
– Group on Earth Observations (GEO > GEO BON > MBON)
– European Union Biodiversity Strategy
– Horizon Europe and BioDiversa calls for funding

Society needs time-series of data to detect trends in marine biodiversity 
to know 
– the effects of climate change
– losses, recovery and restoration of marine life
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Why now?

1. There is no European scale coordination of marine biodiversity 
monitoring

2. We do not know what, where or when biodiversity is being monitored
– despite decades of efforts under COST-Actions, EU funded 

projects (e.g., BioMARE, MarBEF, LIFE)

3. Urgency of need for data due to the crises of biodiversity loss and 
climate change
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Why Euromarine?

1. Established to provide continuity of networking in marine science after 

the end of short-term research projects

2. Is a legally constituted well-governed organisation

3. Has an established community and responsibility to improve scientific 

practices
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Who we are
EuroMarine is a member-based, interdisciplinary, collaborative network of European marine

organisations and research institutes.
Our members
EuroMarine currently have 49 Full Members and 8 Invited Members from 22 countries.
Our Mission
To support the identification and initial development of important emerging scientific topics

or issues and associated methodologies in marine sciences, as well as to foster new
services relevant to the marine scientific community.

What we do
As an interdisciplinary, international, collaborative network, EuroMarine plays a crucial role

in creating and facilitating funding, training, networking and other opportunities for
researchers and organisations working in marine research.
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Composition
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What is new?

1. Organisations signing an MoU committing to 
– marine biodiversity monitoring, 
– collaborating to improve methods, and 
– Publish the data

2. Formation of a network of people and organisations doing the 
biodiversity monitoring with their own resources
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Progress
Endorsed by MBON (GEO BON) as the European component of 

MBON globally
Interest 

– in support from Lifewatch ERIC regarding data 
management

– Interest from EMODnet Biology which had a goal to launch 
a similar initiative

Applied to UNESCO IOC for recognition as an Action within the 
Ocean Decade

MoU signed by some Euromarine institutions. New membership 
enquiries.

Open to institutions outside Euromarine
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Next steps – late 2023-2024

1. Collate metadata on what monitoring of marine biodiversity is being done by 
EuroMarine members: where, when, what habitats and taxa?

2. See what additional monitoring of marine biodiversity is being done by others

3. What time-series are published?

4. Write paper synthesising above findings



Thank you!  |  www.lifewatch.eu/bees-2023


