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LifeWatch Portugal  | some context



Objectives
• Bringing together researchers, practitioners, and policymakers to advance habitat-based approaches for 

assessing and visualising ecosystem services. 

• Mapping ecosystem services to illustrate their supply, demand, spatial distribution, trends, and pressures, 
providing vital insights for sustainable management and policy support.

The LifeWatch ERIC Thematic Working Group (WG) on 
Habitat Mapping of Ecosystem Services



Key objectives – Line of activities #1

Mapping Requirements and Gap Analysis



#1 Mapping Requirements and Gap Analysis

• Identify supply and demand for 
ecosystem services most relevant for 
targeted actions (e.g., biodiversity 
conservation, restoration planning, 
climate change response), and assess 
current mapping coverage within 
LifeWatch ERIC.



#1 Mapping Requirements and Gap Analysis

• Ensure mapped services 
and associated data are 
accessible via the LifeWatch 
ERIC Marketplace.



#1 Mapping Requirements and Gap Analysis

• Collect mapping needs from WG 
members and stakeholders to 
guide the expansion of datasets 
and prioritise efforts to fill 
spatial and thematic gaps.



#1 Mapping Requirements and Gap Analysis

2025

Catalogue of services already 

available in LifeWatch ERIC or 

research lines on 

Ecosystem Services mapping 

(end of December 2025)

2026

TIMELINE



Key objectives – Line of activities #2

Methodological Alignment and Innovation



#2 Methodological Alignment and Innovation

• Promote harmonisation of 
methodologies by reviewing and 
aligning mapping standards, 
classification systems, and 
indicators across members.



#2 Methodological Alignment and Innovation

• Encourage the integration of advanced 
techniques such as remote sensing, GIS 
modelling, and machine learning for 
scalable, habitat-based ecosystem 
service mapping.



• Support methodological 
innovation through joint 
development and testing of 
mapping approaches, 
especially linking ecosystem 
service supply and demand. Mapping 

approaches

Supply

Ecosystem 
services

Demand

#2 Methodological Alignment and Innovation



#2 Methodological Alignment and Innovation
2025

Online working table on mapping 

standards, classification systems, and 

indicators across members 

(end of January 2026) 

2026

Catalogue of advanced techniques (e.g., 

remote sensing, GIS modelling, and 

machine learning) for scalable, habitat-

based ecosystem service mapping 

(end of January 2026) 

Methodological framework to support 

methodological innovation through joint 

development and testing of mapping 

approaches, especially linking 

ecosystem service supply and demand.

(end of December 2026) 

TIMELINE



Key objectives – Line of activities #3

Knowledge Exchange and Capacity Building



#3 Knowledge Exchange and Capacity Building

• Organise regular workshops, 
webinars, and training 
sessions to exchange know-
how, share case studies, and 
build technical skills among 
members. Thematic Service Workshop "Habitat Mapping: From Science and Policy

Needs to Solutions". Aveiro, 3rd of May 2024 



• Create a shared repository 
of guidance documents, 
tools, templates, and data 
resources accessible to 
WG members and broader 
communities.

#3 Knowledge Exchange and Capacity Building



• Facilitate cross-sector 
learning and foster 
interdisciplinary collaboration 
among ecologists, data 
scientists, spatial planners, 
and policymakers.

#3 Knowledge Exchange and Capacity Building



#3 Knowledge Exchange and Capacity Building

2025

Create a shared repository of 

guidance documents, tools, 

templates, and data resources 

accessible to WG members and 

broader communities. 

(end of December 2025)

2026

TIMELINE



Key objectives – Line of activities #4

Policy Relevance and Uptake



• Develop policy-relevant use 
cases demonstrating the 
application of habitat-based 
mapping in supporting EU 
strategies (e.g. Biodiversity 
Strategy, Nature Restoration 
Law).

#4 Policy Relevance and Uptake



#4 Policy Relevance and Uptake

• Engage with policymakers and 
practitioners to co-design outputs that 
are directly usable in planning, 
reporting, and restoration initiatives.



#4 Policy Relevance and Uptake

• Promote the WG’s work as a model 
for ecosystem-based planning, 
reinforcing LifeWatch ERIC’s role in 
supporting science-policy 
interfaces.



#4 Policy Relevance and Uptake

2025

Policy-brief demonstrate the 

application of habitat-based mapping 

in supporting EU strategies (e.g. 

Biodiversity Strategy, Nature 

Restoration Law). 

(end of May 2026)

2026

TIMELINE



Thank you!
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