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The taxonomic backbone is based on the data aggregated 
in three checklists available online:
- The new Checklist of the Italian Fauna
- FlorItaly, the portal to the vascular flora of Italy
- ITALIC 8.0, the information system to the lichens of Italy



     

     

The checklist of the Fauna of Italy

Minelli A., Ruffo S., La Posta S.  
(eds), 1992-1995. 

Checklist delle specie della fauna 
italiana.   

Ministero dell’Ambiente, Comitato Scientifico per la 
Fauna d’Italia. Calderini Editore.

1812 protozoans 
& 55.656 animals



     

     

The New Checklist of the Fauna of Italy

online beta-version
updated at Jan 2025 

31642 species

Next steps 
• Complete checklist (specialists wanted) 
• Editorial Board (specialists wanted) 
• Continuous updating (link to global lists) 
• New functionalities (alerts; check of 

taxonomies…)



     

     

The New Checklist of the Fauna of Italy
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This huge resource is coordinated by the Comitato Scientifico 
per la Fauna d’Italia, it is fully supported by the LifeWatch Italia 
Joint Research Unit, and is integrated in the LW-ITA portal.



     

     

FlorItaly

Main features:
- Updated every 6 months
- aggregates data and images from 

several sources
- written in PHP, data are stored in a 

MySQL DB
- extensible to aggregate further data from 

different sources
- fully scalable and replicable

The checklist:
11161 accepted names
16668 synonyms



     

     

FlorItaly



     

     

ITALIC 8.0

The checklist:
3368 accepted names
3367 basionyms
9773 synonyms

Main features:
- Updated continuously
- aggregates data and images from several 

sources
- written in PHP, data are stored in a MySQL 

DB
- extensible to aggregate further data from 

different sources
- fully scalable and replicable



     

     

ITALIC 8.0



     

     

These resources were originally developed in the framework of 
project Dryades. Now are managed and sustained in 
cooperation with the InterUniversity Center Plant Data, which is 
part of the LifeWatch Italia Joint Research Unit.
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Future development

The checklist of mosses and liverworts, which has been 
published recently, is awaiting to be transformed into another 
information system.

The checklist of macrobasidiomycetes, while available online, 
dates back to 2004. Discussions are in place to decide 
whether it is still useful as a nomenclatural reference.



     

     



     

     

Sustainability

The more resources and services you provide, the 
higher the costs related to sustainability. 

Thanks to LifeWatch, infrastructure is not an issue. 

And personnel - from the technical point of view, is not 
an issue at the moment, as well.



     

     

Sustainability



     

     

A major concern could be the community of taxonomists which 
is fundamental for producing and maintaining a solid and 
reliable checklist.

Our major concern is thus to support the taxonomy community. 
This will allow LifeWatch and all the scientific community to 
benefit from their expertise in the future, as well.

Sustainability



     

     

A BIG thank 
to all of the taxonomists 

which volunteered to make 
the huge effort of building 

these fundamental checklists



     

     



     

     

Thank 
you! 

Questions? 
martelst@units.it 

mailto:martelst@units.it

